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The following 
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RREV EL. xiv. 13. 
And ] heard a voice from heaven, 
ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed 
are the dead which die in the 


Lord, from henceforth ; yea, 
faith the Spirit, that they may 
reſt from their labours; aud their 
works do follow them. 


HIS book was written by our Lord's 
beloved diſciple, in the iſle of Pat- 

* mos, whither he had been baniſh'd 
by the Emperor Domitian, for his 

great zeal in propagating the Chriſtian faith; 
and as he was the favourite diſciple, who had 
the honour to lean on his Lord's boſom, in the 
days of his fleſh, ſo he ſeems to have been pe- 
culiarly regarded by his glorious Maſter, 5 
his aſcenſion; not only in that he was mira- 
culoufly reſcued from the pains of martyrdom, 
ſurvived the reſt of the apoſtles, and, having 
arrived to a very advanced age, died in peace; 
but eſpecially for that he was employ d as the 
choſen inſtrument, to deliver this great pro- 
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A SERMON at the Funeral of 
pheſy, in which are contained not only many 
excellent inſtructions to the angels of the ſeven 


Afian churches, relating to their own conduct, 
and the government of thoſe under their care, 


but the moſt remarkable events alſo that were 
in future times to attend the church, and the 
moſt ſignal judgments that ſhould befal an un- 


ungodly world from that age, down to the 
ſecond coming of Chriſt, and the conſumma- 
tion of all things. | 

Tux whole is written in a very peculiar ſtile, 
with noble and uncommon expreſſions; for 
as the apoſtle ſometimes denounces the judg- 
ments of God on the unbelieving and impeni- 
tent, in a_ moſt awful manner, ſo, in other 
places, he is moſt clear and copious in treating 
of the bleſſedneſs and glory of the ſaints. 


When he ſpeaks of the dreadful torments of 
the wicked, his images are moſt lively, and 


cloathed with an emphatical terror ; but when 


. deſcribing the manſions of bliſs 1 for 


the righteous, the gates of paradiſe are open' d, 
as it were, to our view, and we take a de- 


lightful proſpect of heaven. 


Many inſtances of its ſacred ſublimity might 
be given, were it neceſſary; but paſſing over 


this, I haſten to the conſideration of my text, 
than which there is not a more noble paſſage 


in the whole Bible. In how ſolemn and ma- 


jeſtick a manner is this moſt comfortable truth 
of the ſaints future glory and bleſſedneſs deli- 
vered, becoming the lips of him who made 


this revelation ! With what a ſerious and af- | 
fecting 
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fecting dignity ſuited to impreſs the mind, 
and produce at once delight and reverence! _ 

DEATH is ſhocking to nature; tis our ter- 
ror and averſion, and, being confider'd as the 
offspring of ſin, is undoubredly a great evil; 
but our bleſſed Lord having, by his ſufferings, 
aboliſhed the power of fin and death, has, for 
all his obedient followers, changed the nature 
of death, and render'd that which was origi- 
nally a curſe, the greateſt of bleſſings, and 
brought immortality and eternal life to light 
by the goſpel, 

Now 'twas neceſſary that his people ſhould 
know this, that amidſt the great dangers the 
church was then expoſed to, and the continual 
apprehenſions of death the ſaints laboured un- 
der, from the cruel violence of a raging per- 
ſecution, they might not be terrified, 70 
being born above thoſe fears, might be even 
filled with pleaſure in the proſpect of that glo- 
ry which ſhould follow. _ | | 

This doctrine, indeed, of the ſaints happi- 
neſs after death, had been taught before, in 
many places of the Bible : Bur our Lord did 
not think that ſufficient, ſince twas a point of 
ſo great importance, and which muſt needs 
have a mighty influence upon their comfort 
and joy, and the chearful diſcharge of their 
duty too; and therefore he was pleaſed fur- 
ther to confirm it by an audible voice from 
heaven. | Wes ah 

WHEN on earth, he had comforted his 
diſciples with theſe words : © Let not your 


B 2 heart 
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heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe 
alſo. in me. In my Father's houſe are many 
manſions ; if it were not ſo, I would have 
told you: I go to prepare a place for you, 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto my ſelf, 
that where I am, there ye may be alſo *.” 
But being now aſcended to his celeſtial king- 
dom, inſtated in glory at the Father's right 
hand, and inveſted with all power, both in 
heaven and in earth, he would ſtrengthen the 
faith and hope of his people, and revive their 
hearts by this gracious benediction: © Bleſſed 
are the dead which die in the Lord.” 
So that now we may look upon it as a mat- 
ter of the greateſt certainty, being aſſured of 
it by our Lord's own voice from heaven, that 
all who believe in him, and are obedient to his 
goſpel, ſhall, when this life is ended, enter 
on a far better ſtate, on an immortal life of 
glory, they ſhall be bleſſed and happy for 
ever. | 
Ap this was commanded to be written, 
« Write, Bleſſed are the dead which die in 
the Lord; as twas a point of utmoſt conſe- 
quence, both for the ſupport of the church 
then, under all her troubles, and for the com- 
fort of generations to come, that the righteous 
in all ages might have their hearts enlarged in 
the ſervice of God, be made to ſet light, both 
by the vanities and troubles of this life, and 


John xiv, 1, 2, 3. 


not 
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| not through fear of death, be ſubje& to bon- 
dage, but have their * reconciled to i ind 
as an advantageous and happy 20 
enabled to rejoice, in hope of the glory refer 
ved in heaven for them. 


| In diſcourſing from theſe words, the moſt 
natural method, I chink, will be, 


I. To conſider the character of the perſons 

| here ſpoken of, thoſe who die in the 
Lord, 

II. WHAT is here ſaid of them, that after 

death they are hleſſed 

III. To enquire wherein their blefſedneſs 
conſiſtech which is defined in the text. 


1. By a ceflation from their labours. | 
2. IN reaping the fruit of their ſervice — | 


obedience to God. 


| I. I muſt BOP PL the character of the per- 
f ſons here ſpoken of, thoſe who die in the 
] Lord; for you plainly ſee they are diſtinguiſh'd 
from the generality of mankind. The happi- 
neſs here promiſed after death, doth not belong 
to all; neither reaſon nor the holy ſcriptures 
will ſuffer us to think thus. There is an eter- 
nal difference between good and evil; and, no 
doubt, the wiſe and righteous Governor of 
the world will ſee that this difference be main- 
rained by a juſt retribution of rewards and pu- 
niſhments in a future ſtate, | 
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red for the righteous. Solomon tells us, t 
as the tree falleth, ſo it lieth; and, in another 
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Dar is the period or concluſion of 


life, the cloſe and winding up of all our con- 
duct here upon earth, which, as tis all per- 


fectly known to God, and we have the ut- 


moſt aſſurance, both from the light of na- 
ture and divine revelation, that he will ren- 
der to all men a juſt recompence for the things 
done in the body. Hence it follows, that 
death is either good or evil, happy or miſera- 
ble, as 'tis the ſequel of an ill or a well ſpent 
life; and tis therefore very plain, that thoſe 
who, according to this phraſe, die in the 
Lord, muſt have had a previous intereſt in 
their God and Redeemer ; they muſt have 
been influenced by his grace, and been obe- 


dient to his authority; for whoſoever has had 


no-acquaintance with, nor intereſt in the Lord, 
whilſt living, cannot reaſonably hope to have 
any when dying. The man who bes a ſin- 


ner will not be made a ſaint by death, nor be 


capable of entering into that happineſs 8 
at 


lace, tis declared, that he that is unjuſt 
ſhall be unjuſt ſtill, and he that is filthy ſhall 
be filthy ſtill. According to the life men 
lead, we may expect their death will be, and 
their everlaſting ſtate after death. A wicked 


man ſhall not die the death of the righteous, 


nor an impenitent ſinner enter into the peace 
of the juſt: A graceleſs and unconverted per- 


| *: ſon, who has been a ſtranger to true religion, 
and a rebel againſt the Lord all his life, ſhall 


not 


1 


J 
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not be joined to him in his death, nor ever 
. taſte thoſe joys which are at God's right 
hand. 8 

THEREFORE thoſe expreſſions of © ſleeping 
in Jeſus *,” and of falling aſleep in Chriſt 5,” 
and in this and other places of dying in the 
Lord, muſt imply an union with, and intereſt 
in Chriſt before; ſuch as that which St. Paul 
mentions, © I am crucified with Chriſt : Ne- 
vertheleſs, I live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth/ 
in me; and the life which I now live in the 
fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
Who loved me, and gave himſelf for me.“ 

And thus, in other places, true believers are 
faid to be in Chriſt, and to abide in him; 
and the apoſtle ſays, © There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after 
the Spirit; which paſſages, if duly conſi- 
der'd, will help us to the right underſtanding 
of this phraſe in the text, Dying in the 
Lord. | | 

Tos whoſe great privilege and happineſs 
it ſhall be co die in the Lord, muſt firſt be in 
Chriſt by faith, muſt have lived to God, in 
ſubjection to his government, and obedience 
to his law, having made religion their princi- 
pal buſineſs and concern, and taken care, by a 
good and pious converſation, to be well pre- 


pared for death and eternity; and happy, moſt 


d Theſſ. iv. 14. © 1 Cor. xv. 18. 6 Gal. ii. 20. 
by John XV, 45 7. f Rom. viii. 1. i f 


happy, 
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happy, is the man, who, through the influence 
of divine grace, has been brought to know ex- 
perimentally what tis to be in Chriſt : Such 
- an one as hath been taught effectually to deny 
all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
world, ſhall, when he departs hence, die in 
the Lord, and be bleſſed for ever. | 

Tunis I take to be the genuine meaning of 
this phraſe, © The dead who die in the Lord;“ 
though I know ſome have underftood it other- 
wiſe, and would have e Rees, which our 
tranſlators have render'd, in the Lord, to fig- 
nify the ſame with propter Dominum vel Do- 
mini causi, for the Lord, or for his cauſe: 
And thus they contend that tis fpoken only of 
the rs, who laid down their lives in vin- 
dication of the Chriſtian doctrine, and ſealed 
to the religion of Jeſus with their blood; but 
the prepoſition e- has not uſually this ſigni- 

- fication, and the paſſage muſt be ſomewhat 
forced to bear this ſenſe. 

AND beſides, though we ſhould grant that 
theſe words have relation principally to the 
martyrs, and the ſuffering ane of the primi- 
tive church, yet there can be no manner of 
reaſon to confine it to them only. Tis far 
more agreeable to the analogy of faith, and 
the general language. of ſcripture, that this 
paſſage be applied to all God's righteous people, 
They all live to the Lord, under the influence 
of his Spirit, in obedience to his law; the 

practice of his doctrine, and imitation of his life, 
2 when 
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when here upon earth, they have made his 
glory their end, and his ſervice their delight; 
and ſo whenever they are call'd hence, wy 
ſhall die in the Lord, in the faith of Jeſus, 1 
the favour of their Creator and Redeemer, and 
are bleſſed for ever. | 2 

Now a perſon's being in Chriſt, which 
prepares for dying in the Lord, and for a hap- 
Py glorious eternity, conſiſts, 5 
1. IN a true converſion to God; and, 
2. In a perſevering courſe of piety to the 

end of his days. ; 15 

1. In a true converſion to God. This is 
abſolutely neceſſary; ever ſince the fall and 
apoſtacy of Adam, the frame of human nature 
has been corrupt and depraved: As he, by his 
tranſgreſſion, became a traitor and rebel a- 
gainſt his Maker, falling from his primitive 
innocence and rectitude, ſo he deriv'd to all 
his poſterity a degenerate nature; his guilt 
and pollution are communicated to all who 
deſcend from him. Hence 'tis the holy ſcrip- 
ture repreſents all mankind as obnoxious to 
the condemning ſentence of God's law; and 
affirms, that “ by one man's diſobedience, 
many were made ſinners :; and that © there 
is none righteous; no, not one®;” and that 
men are dead in treſpaſſes and fins i ; that 
they are ſhapen in iniquity, and conceiv'd in 
fin *; and that being conſider d under the diſ- 


5 Rom. v. 10. h Rom. ii, 10. . — 


* pfal. l. 5. 


C mal 
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mal effects of the fall, we are all, by nature, 
the children of wrath '. 9 755 
Mx ſtand in a fad ſtate of ſeparation from 
God, expos d to his juſt difpleature and 
what, through our original and actual ſin, the 
corruption of our nature, and enormities of 
our lives, we are rent off, and divided from 
him, who is the fountain of holineſs and per- 
fection, without God in this world, and utter- 
ly incapable of enjoying him in the next ; for 
fleſh and blood, human nature, in this dege- 
nerate ſtate, in theſe ſad circumſtances of cor- 
ruption and depravity, cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God. | | | 
Now as it pleas'd God, of his abundant 
love, mercy, and compaſſion, towards the 
fallen race of Adam, to conſtitute his Son a 
Mediator, and ſend him into the world on the 
ſervice of our ſouls; that by his compleat obe- 
dience to the law, and the merit of his ſatiſ- 
faction and ſacrifice, all that ſhould be brought 
to believe in him, to obey his goſpel, and fub- 
mit to his government, ſhould be pardoned, 
juſtified, reconciled, and ſaved with an ever- 
laſting ſalvation, according to Chriſt's own 
words to Nicodemus ; “ God ſo loved the 
. world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
iſh, but have everlaſting life v.“ So the 
loly Spirit was appointed likewiſe to per- 


| Bph, ii. 3. ® John iii. 16. 


form 
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form his part in the glorious undertaking, 
to operate upon the minds of men, to con- 
vince them of their ſin and miſery, to en- 
lighten them in the knowledge of Chriſt, to 
renew their wills, and perſuade and enable 
them to embrace Jeſus Chriſt, as offer'd in the 
goſpel, to deſtroy the enmity which is natu- 
rally in our hearts againſt God, to remove our 
prejudices againſt religion and piety, to draw 
off our affections from the fallacious unſatisfyj- 
ing objects of this world, and bring us to ſer 
them upon divine things, and excite us to ſeek 
the kingdom of heaven, and the righteouſneſs 
thereof, powerfully engaging the ſoul to God, 
and his ſervice, and withal applying the ſa- 
ving benefits of Jeſus Chriſt ; thus bringing 
the happy convert into a ſtate of grace and 
peace, and divine acceptance. 

Now the Holy Spirit taking poſſeſſion of 
the ſinner, produces a bleſſed change in his 
ſtate, his temper and diſpoſition, and, in the 
future conduct of his life. Of a child of wrath, 
he becomes reconciled to God, is tranſlated out 
of bondage to fin and Satan, into the glorious 
liberty of Chriſt: Of vain and carnal, he is 
brought tobe ſerious and holy, and, from being 
a worker of iniquity, is ſweetly drawn over to 
the love and practice of virtue and religion: 
Thus he is admitted into the favour of God, 
adopted into his family, and, through the 
merits of the Lord Jeſus, becomes entitled to 
all the privileges and promiſed bleſſings of the 


| oſpel. 
5 C2 In 
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Ix the work of converſion, there are theſe 

two principal parts, repentance. and faith: 
Thus the apoſtle teſtified, both to the Jews, 
and alſo to the Greeks, repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt *. Bae | 
I. REPENTANCE. This is of great conſe- 
quence and abſolute neceſſity; fo great that 
no perſon can ever be in a ſtate of grace and 
'- reconciliation with God, who has not been 
brought truly to repent of his ſins. 
Si is the high wall of ſeparation, between 
God and man, which muſt be pull'd down 
and deſtroy'd, before ever there can be peace 
and union reſtor d. God is light, and in him 
is no darknels at all, nor will he have any fel- 
lowſhip with the workers of iniquity, who 
walk in darkneſs ; fince therefare we are all 
ſinners before God, and he may juſtly. charge 
us with innumerable tranſgreſſions, for which 
ſhould he ſummon us to his tribunal, he might 
there moſt righteauſly condemn every one of 
us; Ought we not to humble our ſelves before 
him, to confeſs our guilt and crimes, and, in 
the moſt lowly manner, intreat the forgive- 
neſs of heaven? OE: eee 

Have we not, like impious rebels, been in 
open and daring hoſtility againſt God ? Have 
we, not, by our fins, oppos'd his righteous 
authority and government ? And ſurely then 


o Att xx. 2 
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we muſt lay down our weapons, deſiſt from 
our rebellion, and depart from our fins, as 
ever we would hope to obtain forgiveneſs; 
without this, we can never expect to have a. 
pardon; for it would not be conſiſtent witk 
God's wiſdom and righteous government to 
receive a ſinner into favour, without being 
brought to repentance; nor is the remiſſion 
of fin eyer promiſed us in the Bible, but in this 
way. N in „ 03) : 
AND this is one part of converſion. The 
Holy Spirit brings the ſinner to a ſight and 
ſenſe of his iniquity, his danger and miſery; 
and fo fills him with ſelf-abhotrence, with 
ingenuous ſhame and grief. Reflecting upon 
his natural corruption and depravity, together 
with all his paſt actual offences againſt ſo pure, 
ſo holy, ſo good a God, he is moſt heartily 
grieved for his tranſgreſſions; blames and con- 

demns himſelf, and reſolves, that if God, for 
the fake of Jeſus Chriſt, will ſhew him mercy, 
and grant him the pardon of his iniquities, he 
will, for the furure, depart from every evil 
way, and devote himſelf to the ſervice of his 
Maker and Redeemer. | 
Now as this is a happy change to the poor 
inner himſelf, fo tis likewiſe moſt acceptable 
to God, who is always pleas'd when a ſoul re- 
rurns to him, and thereby eſcapes everlaſting 
deſtruction. He will own the work of his 
Spirit upon the heart of a true penitent, and, 
through the merits of his glorious Son, who- 


ſoever 


* 
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ſoever thus applies to him for mercy, ſhall 
moſt certainly obtain it. Hence, ſays the 
Pſalmiſt, The ſacrifices of God are a broken 
ſpirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
> wilt not deſpiſe *.” t 2s | 
Axp, doubtleſs, whoſoever defires to be at 
peace with God, and enjoy an intereſt in his 
favour, muſt ſee the neceſſity of breaking off 
his fins by repentance, and be truly brought to 
do ſo. On ſuch God has promiſed to have 
| mercy, that he will blot out as a cloud their 
fins, and as a thick cloud all their tranſgreſ- 
ſions; and that, though their fins were as ſcar- 
let, they ſhall be made white as ſnow ; though 
they were red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
wool ?. 

AN p on account of its Author, the 
Holy Spirit, and its happy effects and conſe- 
quences to the penitent himſelf, and its ac- 
ceptableneſs to God, St. Paul calls ic a godly 
ſorrow, that worketh repentance to ſalvation, 
not to be repented of ?. 

Now this is one principal branch of true 
converſion to God, and of abſolute neceſſity to 
Prepare us for a comfortable departure hence, 
fo that we may die in the Lord. And, 
2. FaiTH in the Lord Jeſus, is of equal 

neceſſity to theſe happy purpoſes: Thus the 
apoſtle taught, not only the need of repentance 
rowards God, but of faith alſo toward our 


7 Pſal. li. 17. P Iſai. i. 18, 2 2 Cor, vũ. 10. 


Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This muſt commix with 
and always accompany a true repentance ;' and 
there can be no converſion to God, no union 
with, and intereſt in Chriſt, and conſequently 
no ſuch thing as a comfortable death without 
a lively and powerful faith in Jeſus, the Re- 
deemer. This is of the eſſence of converſion, 
and the neceſſity thereof is frequently inſiſted 
on, not only by the apoſtles, bur Chriſt him- 
ſelf. The promiſe of eternal life is confin'd 
to thoſe who believe © ; and by grace ye are 
ſaved, ſays the apoſtle, through faith | 

By that true faith which is of the operation 
of God, a poor ſinner looks to the Lord Jeſus 
as the only Saviour, and truſts in his ſacrifice 
as the great atonement for fin, receives him as 
held forth in the goſpel, as a Prophet, a Prieſt, 
and a King, defiring to be inſtructed by the 
Word and Spirit of Chriſt, to be cleans'd from 
all his fins in the purifying fountain of the 
Redeemer's blood, and to yield, for the fu- 
ture, an entire ſubjection to his government 
and authority. rd 
Hx views the bleſſed Jeſus as one furniſh'd 
with all proper qualifications to render him a 
compleat Saviour, being able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt all that ſhall come to the Father by 
him; the man of God's right hand, whom he 
hath made ſtrong for himſelf, on whom he 
has laid the help of our ſouls; and accordingly 
the penitent believer, convinced of Chriſt's 


Ihm iii, 18. | c Eph, ii. 8. 
excel- 
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| exccellencies, the nec 10 of being intereſted 
in him; and his abilities to fave, to quſtify, and 
bring to glory all that belong to him; 1 
and embraces him as his Saviour, truſting hi 
cious ſoul, and all his moſt valuable con- 
cerns in thehands of Jeſus. | 
No when a perſon, under the influence of 
the Holy Spit, is enabled to believe in Chriſt; 
to receive him by faith, and join intereſts with 
him, in holy dependance upon his merits, cove- 
nant dedication to his ſervice, and hearty ſub- 
jection to his authority ; ſuch an one, in the 
language of the Bible, is ſaid to be in Chriſt, 
to be implanted and ingrafted into him, to 
- have fellowſhip and communion with the Fa- 
ther and with the Son; and, as ſuch a pious 
foul is juſtified, through his Redeemer's righ- 
teouſneſs and-atonement; ſo he lives the Chri- 
ſtian and divine life, through the communica- 
tions of his grace, and his ſanctification ſhall 
be gradually compleated by the Spirir of Chriſt 
dwelling in him. Nees Th 
AnD there being ſuch a gracious union be- 
tween Chriſt and his ſaints, he is ſometimes 
repreſented as reſiding in them: Hence, ſays 
the apoſtle, Chriſt in you, the hope of glory *; 
and Chriſt is ſaid to dwell in their hearts by 
faith“; and they, on the other hand, are ſaid 
to be in him as branches in the vine : They 
are ſtiled, the members of his body, of his 
fleſh, and of his bones: He dwelleth in them 
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by his ſanctifying Spirit, and they liye upon 
bim by faith, "yg heir Head of grace and in- 
fluence. Hence, ſays the apoſtle, your life 
is hid with Chriſt in God; and when Chriſt, 
who is your life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye 
alſo appear with him in glory. But then, 
2. A perſon's being in Chriſt, which pre- 
pares for dying in the Lord, and a ha Py ' 
glorious eterniry, conſiſts likewiſe in a perſe- 
vering courſe of piety to the end of his 


days. | ; 
Fox as a believer receives Chriſt at firſt by 
faith, ſo, by a life of holineſs and obedience, 
he afterwards grows up into him, becomes 
conformable to, and gains a reſemblance of 
his bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Such as are 
true penitents, ſound believers, and real con- 
verts, who, by the abounding mercy of God, 
through his Son, have obtained the pardon of 
all their fins, have likewiſe ſurrendered them - 
ſelves to their Maker's ſer vice; they account 
themſelves obliged to live in his fear, to pur- 
ſue his glory, and delight in his ſervice; they 
ate enter'd into covenant with: the Lord, the 
vows of God are upon them, and they deſire 
to ſerve and praiſe, to honour and obey him, 
all their days. 
BIN redeemed by the precious blood of 
Chriſt, and regenerated by his Spirit, they 
determine, that being made free from fin, 
they will, for the furure, be the ſervants of 


Col. iu. 4. 
7: God, 
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God, that they may have their fruit unto ho- 
lineſs, and the end everlaſting life. 

'Tauxy acknowledge themſelves obliged ta 
ſtudy the honour of their God and Redeemer, 
not to live in'the indulgence of any known fin, 
but to labour after purity of heart, and holi- 
neſs of life, yielding, as far as in them lies, 
an univerſal obedience to all God's commands; 


and though, whilſt in this imperfe& ſtate, 


their love to God, and zeal for his ſervice, 
meet with many an impediment, and while ſo 


many temptations and allurements ſurround 


them, they cannot be wholly free from fin, 
yet tis the object of their hatred; they wiſh 
for deliverance, and hope, e er long, to obtain 
a compleat victory over it. 1 

"Tis their habitual care and endeavour to 
abſtain/ from every appearance of evil; and 
herein do they exerciſe themſelves daily ro 

ve a conſcience void of offence towards God 
and towards all men. 3 

THEY have ſet the Lord always before 
them, walking as in his preſence with holy 


\1| 8 awe and reverence ; in his law do they medi- 
1 tate, endeavouring to keep his ſtatutes and 
judgments diligently, and have reſpect unto 


all his commandments. | 

As they have enter'd into covenant with 
God, and deyoted themſelves ro che moſt 
High, with humble gratitude, for the benefits 
of creation, redemption, and providence, know- 


ing that they derive all their mercies, and their 


yery being, from him, who muſt therefore 


have 


* 
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have an undoubted intereſt in them, and a juſt 
right to their homage, their; love and ſervice; 
ſo they are reſolved never to mingle with the 
workers of iniquity, never to caſt off the fear, 
nor forſake the ſervice of God; their heart is 
fixed truſting in God, and they have firmly re- 
ſolved, that, thro' grace ſtrengthening them, 
they will conſcientiouſly ſerve the Lord, while 
life and breath ſhall laſt. r 
THEY have a noble zeal and concern for 
God's honour ; they are every one ready to 
imitate the behaviour, and pronounce the 
language of good Joſhua, when he declared 
thus, in the preſence of the tribes of Iſreal; 
« As for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the 
Lord.” | 
Tux conſider that religion is à thing of 
ſolemn importance, not to be trifled with; 
for twill have an influence upon the welfare 
of their ſouls to all eternity; therefore theß 
reſolve to hold faſt the profeſſion of their faith 
without wavering, knowing that he who has 
called them is faithful. n 
TiIs their endeavour to perſevete in the 
work and ſervice of God, and ſo to run in the 
Chriſtian race, as that they may obtain the in- 
corruptible crown of glory: Like St. Paul, 
they reſolve to labour after perfection, and to 
preſs towards the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God, whilſt they heartily join 
with him in his devour wiſh, fa. they may 


win Chriſt, and be found in h 
6 AND 


0 
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Abraham ſojourned in the Land of Promiſe, 
as in a ſtrange country, becauſe he looked for 
a City that hath foundations, whoſe Builden 
and Maker is God *. 
FTuus they run with, patience the race ſex 
before them, looking unto, Jeſus, the Author 
and Finiſher of their faith, and are labouring 
with conſtant diligence to. enter into that reſt, 
which remaineth for the people of God. And 
having thus made the Lord their refuge, 
choſe him as their portion, and devoted them- 
ſelves to his ſervice, conforming their lives, as 
near as human imperfections will permit, to 
the pure and perfect law of God; ſo they may, 
with the utmoſt reaſon, rejoice in him, as 
the ſtrength of their hearts, and be confident, 
of his unfailing love and gracious acceptance. 


Mb Heb. xi. 9, 10. 
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THEsE are the generation that ſhall ſee God, 
and enter into his holy habitation ; he beholds 
them as his own children, with an eye of love 
and a fatherly care; in all their circumſtances 
he regards them in mercy, and his bleſſing is 
perpetually on their heads; their fins are all 
pardon'd ; God beholds them as perfe& and 
compleat in his Son; he'll guide, direct, and 
bleſs them, while in this world, and cauſe all 
the diſpenſations of his providence to con- 
ſpire for their good; and when they come 
to die, death ſhall do them no manner of hurt, 
but approach them with a mild and favoura- 
ble aſpect, not as an executioner of wrath, 
but as a meſſenger from their heavenly fa- 
ther, to conduct them home to himſelf: Thus 
ſhall they fall aſleep in Chriſt; thus ſhall they 
die in the Lord, as perſons intereſted in, and 
belonging to Jeſus the Redeemer, concerning 
whom, we may pronounce, in the comforta= 
ble language of my text, Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Con &c,” This was the 


II. Thing I propoſed: to conſider, what. is 
in the text ſaid of ſuch as die in the Lord; God 
himſelf, by a voice from heaven, has pronoun- 
ced them bleſſed, | . 

"Tis one great purpoſe of the goſpel, to in- 
form men of, and lead them on to a bleſſed- 
neſs beyond the grave, to direct them in the 
way of life, and prepare them for the king- 
dom of heaven. Thus here thoſe who die in 

the Lord are ſtiled bleſſed. 


THEY 
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Tu were happy perſons before, being de- 
livered from the dominion of ſin, guided by 
the Holy Spirit, intereſted in Chriſt, and re- 
conciled to God the Father; they enjoy d the 
love and favour of heaven, were under a di- 
vine bleſſing and protection, had eſcaped the 
ollution of the world, were viſited with the 
light of God's countenance, comforted with 
the promiſes, and had taſted the inexpreſſible 
ſweetneſs and pleaſure of religion; upon all 
which accounts they might very well be deno- 
minated bleſſed; “ for happy is that people, 

whoſe God is the Lord * ”. ' 
Bur the happineſs of their life is paſſed over 
in filence, for the ſake of mentioning the far 
greater happineſs of their death; there the 
ſtreſs is laid, there the emphaſis is placed; a li- 
ving faint is happy, but a departed one much 
more ſo. The dead who die in the Lord, are 


für more bleſſed than ever they were when li- 


ving. s Wy ae 
HERE indeed they were the children of God, 
dear to him, and precious in his fight ; they 


were begotten again to a lively hope, by the 


reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, to 
an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved for them in 
heaven ; but as every one had much rather 


have an inheritance, or any treaſure in poſſeſ- 


ſion, than only the bare reverſion of it, ſo tis 
beyond diſpute that the felicity of a ſaint, when 


2 Pal, cxliv, 13. 
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departed this life, vaſtly exceeds whatever 
'twas before, as much as heaven is preferable 
ro earth, = 

Tux happineſs of good men after death, 
may be ſtrongly inferred from the light of na- 
ture; bur tis clear, plain, and certain, from 
holy ſcripture. — 2 | 

Many of the ancient Heathen, unaſſiſted by 
any revelation from God, yet had a ſtrong per- 
ſuaſion and noble views of the happineſs of good 
men after this life. \ | 

Tux ſoul being ſpiritual and immaterial, is 
not ſubject to corruption and death, like the 
body ; and 'tis therefore highly probable, and 
has always been ſtrongly believed, by the 
wiſeſt and beſt men, in all ages, that when the 
ſoul of a good and virtuous man makes her 
departure from this body, ſhe enters into a 
ſtate of reſt and happineſs. 

I have not room to produce the ſeveral ar- 
guments that are uſually urged, with ,great 
ſtrength and juſtice, in proof of this imporcant 
truth. ; b 

Bur however, for our ſatisfaction, who are 
bleſſed with that ineſtimable treaſure, the ho- 
ly ſcriptures, the matter may be drawn into a 
narrow compaſs; there the proof is clear, plain, 


and certain, and leaves no place for dubious 
conjectures. 3 | | 
There we learn that death is only the paſ- 
ſage out of this life into another; in which, 
all the unequal diſtributions of providence 


will be ſet right, and whatſoever inconvenien- 
cies 
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cies good men have ſuffered in the ſent 
_ * Nate, ſhall be abundantly compenſated with 
everlaſting honour and felicity in a future. 

As the true convert and ſerious believer, 
were, by Chriſt, reconciled to the Father, ad- 
vanced to the honour of being his ſons, and 
ſtood high in his favour in this world, tis plain, 
he muſt have reſerv'd ſome glorious happineſs 
for them in the next; having been dear to him 
in life, he will not caſt them off at laſt ; © but 
precious in the ſight of the Lord, ſhall be the 
death of his ſaintss : “ And when the righ- 
teous come to die, they have hope in their 
death. And, in confideration of being re- 

| leaſed from ſo many cares and troubles as they 
endured in this world, and being admitted in- 
to a plenitude of joy in the next, their end is 
better than their beginning, and the day of 
their death is far better to them than the day of 
on: a | | 

Troven the duſt, the frail body, return to 
the earth as it was, the ſpirit returns to God 
who gave it.. And a good man, in his de- 

ing moments, can, by faith, look up to 
. and ſay, in the words of his Redeemer, 
« Father, into thy hands I commend my 
ſpirit . | | 
Wurd Chriſt, our Lord, left this world, 
he went up with attendant angels, and in the 
1 of a great multitude to heaven, where 
ever lives, as his peoples head, and inter- 
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ceſſor, by the miniſtry of his word, and in- 
fluence of his grace, turning ſinners to God, 
and gathering converts into his church on 
earth; whom, as he guides and ſanctifies in 
their life, ſo at their death, by his great 
power, he raiſes the ſouls of his departed ſaints 
to himſelf; and for which we can produce his 
own promiſe: If any man ſerve me, let him 
follow me; and where I am, there ſhall alſo 
my ſervant bes.” Father, I will, that they 
alſo whom thou haſt given me be with me 
where I am, that they may behold my glory, 
which thou haſt given me. 2 N 
Tux holy Bible abounds with paſſages which 
amount to the ſtrongeſt proof imaginable of 
this truth, that thoſe who die in the Lord are 
bleſſed; that there is a reward for the righ- 
teous; that the pure in heart, and holy in life, 
ſhall ſee God, and dwell in his preſence, 
where there is fulneſs of joy, and rivers of 
Pute for ermore. 
Tv were called by the goſpel to the ob- 
taining the glory of Jeſus Chriſt; they have a 
treaſure laid up in heaven, and are entitled to 
an inheritance with the ſaints in light; for 
Z which reaſon, they are exhorted to ſet their 
affections upon things above, and not on things 
below; and Chriſt inſtructs them not to fear, 
becauſe tis their Father's good pleafure to 
give them the Kingdom. And St. Paul teſti- 
fies, that “ their light afflickion in this life,” 


8 John xii. 26. d Chap. zvii. 24. i Like xii. 32. 
E which 
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- which is but for a moment, worketh for them 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of, 
glory, while they look not at the things which 
are ſeen and temporal, but at thoſe. which are. 
not ſeen and eternal. 

Now fince the preſent world, and the life. 
that now is, were never deſigned for the ſcene. 
of our happineſs, tis neceſſary that the ſaints, 
ſhould die, in order to their being compleatly, 
bleſſed, as 'twas for the tribes of Iſrael. to go, 
over Jordan before they could poſſeſs the pro- 
miſed land. There is only this narrow paſ- 
ſage to be gained, which may ſeem, to our ti- 
morous apprehenſions, ſomewhat rough and 
difficult; but God will conduct his dear chil- 

dren in ſafety, his preſence ſhall. be with them, 
and though they muſt paſs through the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, their God will be. 
with them there, and they ſhall be ſo ſup- 
ported, that they need fear no evil. 

DEATH ſhall remove the vail, and give. 
them a tranſporting proſpect: of all their rich 
inheritance ; nay, it ſhall do. more, it ſhall 
open a door for them to enter in, and take 
poſſeſſion of the heavenly. paradiſe, whilſt at- 
tendant angels ſhall kindly walt on them, to 
2 _ Happy heirs * ſalvation into 
hoſe delightful regions, and conduct them to 
their blisful ſeats. N | e 
. I know there are ſome who think the hap- 
 Pineſs of good men will be defer d till the re- 


| * 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 
1 ſurrection, 
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ſurrection, and that they do not immediately 
at death enter into the promiſed glory ; bur, 
unleſs I am much miſtaken, this opinion di- 
rectly contradicts the plain ſcope of holy 


ſcripture. 
I am not fond of meddling with controver- 


fies, or inveighing againſt other mens opinions; 
but this I may be allowed to ſay, that to me 
no point in the whole Bible ſeems more evi- 
dent, chan chat mens eternal happineſs or mĩ- 
commences immediately at death, and is 
not adjourned to the reſurrection. 
Axjy if the contrary be an error, tis beſt to 
guard againſt it; for, after all that ſome have 
ſaid concerning the innocence of ſpeculative 
errors, a wiſe man would think it far more 
ſafe and eligible to be on the fide of truth, 
eſpecially where it lies fo very plain, as, I 
think, it does in this caſe. 

Brsiprs, an error here, I doubt, will hard- 
ly be merely ſpeculative; for it may poſſibly 
have a very unhappy influence on a man's 

ractice. 

I do not ſay but that the firm belief of the re- 
furrd&ion, and a retribution of rewards and pu- 
niſhments then, may and ought to be ſufficient 
to deter men from vice, and excite them to 
g irtye and religion; but any one, I ſhould 

nk, will eaſily ſee, that the firm perſuaſion 
of theſe rewards raking place immediately at 
death, muſt have a much ſtronger influence 
upon the hearts and lives of men ; for by how 


much the nearer any perſon apprehends his 
E 2 dar- 
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danger to be, ſo much the more will he be 


alarmed, and ſolicitous of making his eſcape; 


for which very reaſon, we ſhould not be haſty 
in embracing ſuch an opinion, which can ne- 


ver do any good, but may poſſibly do a great 


deal of hurt, eſpecially when the current of 
holy ſcripture runs ſo 9 ſtrong the contrary 
Way. 


Would not any one naturally infer, that 


men go either to heaven or hell, as ſoon as 


this life is ended, from our Lord's celebrated 
parable ' ? Poor Lazarus, when he died, was 
convey'd, by angels, into Abraham's boſom ; 
and the rich man alſo died, and was buried, 


and in hell he lift up his eyes, being in tor- 


ments. Now to be placed in Abraham's bo- 
ſom, was a well-known phraſe among the 
Jews, to ſignify being received into heaven: 
And thus our Lord himſelf ſpeaks of fitting 
down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of heaven v. To which may be 
added Chriſt's anſwer on the croſs to the prayer 
of the penitent thief, © Lord, remember me 
when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. VE! 
which he directly replies, To day | ſhalt thou 
be with me in paradiſe *,” . 

 AnÞ does not St. Paul ſay, that thou gh 
to him to live was Chriſt, [would, W 


be for the ſervice of his Lord, and the good 
pf the church] yet to die was gain,” [to die 


would be advantageous to himſelf *?] Does he 


] Luke xvi. 19. 


n Matt. viii. 11. 
9 Phil, i. 21. 3 


" Luke xxiii. 43. | 


not 
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not ſay, ee in deliberating upon life and 
death, he was in a ſtrait betwixt two, — 
a deſire to dere and to be with Chriſt, whic 

was far better ; and “ we know that if our 
earthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, 
we have a building of God, a houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens a And he 
_ ſays, that “ whilſt they were at home in the 


body, they were abſent from the Lord; bur 


when abſent from the body, they ſhould be 
preſent with the Lord . 

To which we may join the teſtimony of our 
text, which plainly delivers the ſame doctrine; 
for if the joy and felicity of the ſaints be put 
off till the reſurrection, tis a great impro- 
priety to mention, in ſo emphatical a manner, 
the bleſſedneſs of the dead who die in the 
Lord. 

Ay beſides, ſeveral very judicious expoſi- 

tors have underſtood the original word a7agh, 
tranſlated in the text [henceforth] to denote, 
that the felicity and bleſſedneſs of the departed 
ſaints, commences a puncto mortis, from the 
very inſtant of their death. 

So that, I think, we may very ſafely con- 
clude, that our beloved Chriſtian friends, and 
all che dear people of God, who, having paſſed 
under the converting work of the Holy Spirit, 
perſevered in the faith, and ſo died in the 
Lord, are not in a ſtate of inglorious ſlumbet 
and dull inſenſibility, where they can render 


5 Phil. i. 23. q 2 Cor, V. 1. r ver. 6. | 
no 
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no ſervice to their God, nor have any enjoy- 
ments of him; but, on the contrary, are ad- 
vanced high above the pains and calamities of N 
this life, to unatterable pleaſures at God's right 
hand, and are enter d into the poſſeſſion of that 
immenſe glory, which infinitely ſurpaſſeth any 
honours that are known here upon earc!:. | 
- AnD well may the dead, who die in the 
Lord, be pronounced bleſſed, fince they are 
gone to dwell wich their Redeemer, who loved 
them, and gave his life a ranſom for them, 
waſhed them from their fins in his precious 
blood, and made them kings and prieſts to | 
God his Father, and before his departure from 
this world, ' declared, that he was going to 
heaven, to prepare manſions for his ſaints ; 
whom therefore, when they are called off 
the ſtage of this life, he, according to 
his promiſe, receives into the kingdom pre- 
_ for them, that they may dwell with 

imſelf, reap the fruit of his undertakings, and 
poſſeſs that rich, that ample inheritance he 
purchaſed for them with his blood. 

THEy muſt be bleſſed, in that they have 
finiſhed their ſojourning ſtate here on earth, in 
which the patriarchs and Old Teſtament ſaints, 
the noble army of Chriſtian martyrs and con- 
feſſors, and all God's faithful ſervants in every 

age, together with their glorious Lord himſelf, 

accounted themſelves but ſtrangers and fo- 
8 reigners, and are got home to their Father's 

: Houſe, and that better country they had been 
| ſeeking after. 


HERE, 
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HꝝARx, though they had the prerogative of 
being the Sons of God, were heirs of his king- 
dom, joint heirs with Chriſt, yet they appear- 
ed like their Saviour himſelf, but in the form 
of ſeryants, and in a ſtate of obſcurity; but 
being now arrived at the true Canaan, and 
their everlaſting inheritance, they ſhine in all. 
that luſtre and dignity which becomes the chil- 
dren of God, | | 
To them the promiſes are accompliſhed.;; 
the goſpel covenant, in-every article, flilleds 
and they have attained that exalted happinels,, 
which the living ſaints, here on earth, are yet 
in purſuit off | 
As all their deſires and appetites. are nobly, 
refined and ſanctified, and raiſed above inſe- 
rior corrupting objects, ſo they are gratified 
with the moſt agreeable ſenſations of true plea 
ſure, and they poſſeſs a conſtant joy and ſa- 
tisfaction, and are happy to the full of their 
capacities. ns 
AND 'tis impoſſible that any thing ſhould be: 
wanting to their felicity, fince they are ad- 
mitted into the preſence and enjoyment - of 
God, with whom is the fountain of life, and; 
whoſe favour creates the heaven and happineſs 
of angels. | 
Trey muſt enjoy perpetual eaſe, reſt and ſe- 
renity, ſince no enemy can approach them 
there. Nothing can poſſibly create them any 
perturbation, occaſion them any fear, or ad- 
miniſter any the leaſt pain and trouble. 


They dwell in a bleſſed region of light and 
; love, 
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ce and ſecurity, even in the New 
alem, the city of the living God, which 


love, 


of God, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

bl — THrexeE the ſaints have the beſt company, and 
F moſt noble employments ; holineſs is their ve- 
ry nature and element, and like a well tuned 
inſtrument, all their powers and faculties 
ſweetly correſpond with the delightful work 
of heaven; and how compleatly bleſſed muſt 
they be, whoſe breaſts ever glow with love to 


praiſe him, and over whom he rejoiceth and 
reſteth in his love towards them! This is bleſ- 
ſedneſs ! This is glory indeed! 

Ap though their — may not be ſo 
perfect as to be incapab 

great period, when Chrift ſhall make his illu- 


faints incorruptible and immortal ; yet this we 
may depend on, they have already ſo high a 
degree of refined joy and pleaſure, that *twould 
be a kind of injury even to with their return to 
us but for one moment. | | 
= . - We cannot indeed particularly define their 
W happineſs; © for eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
heard, nor have enter'd into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him ©”. In this imperfe& ſtate we 
know but very little of heaven; but that we 


bn r Cor. ii. 9. | 
— may 


needeth neither the ſun nor the moon to ſhine 
in it, being conſtantly. irradiated with the glory 


God ; who are always expedite to ferve and 


e of addition, at that 


ious appearance, and raiſe the bodies of the 
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may not be totally ignorant of it, God has gi- 
ven us, in holy ſcripture, ſome ſuchꝭ hints as 
are accommodated to our preſent circumſtan- 
ces and. manner of thinking; ſo here, in the 
text, tis thus deſcribed, «© They reſt - from 
their labours, and their works do follow them ”, 


This is the 


III. And laſt thing I have. to confider : The 
bleſſedneſs of thoſe who die in the Lord is de- 
fined, S 
I. By a ceflation from their labours. 

2. By reaping the fruit of their ſervice. 

(I.) By a ceſſation from their labours, i. e. 

either from their ſervices and duties, or their 
toils and difficulties ; the former it cannot be; 
for the duties of religion and ſervice -of God, 
are never to be eſteemed a burden ; no, they 
are the delight of every pious foul ; and be- 
fides, the ſervices of the ſaints, tho” in better 
company, a happier world, and a more exalt- 
ed manner than at preſent, will run through 
a glorious eternity; it muſt therefore be un- 
derſtood of the latter, the toils and difficulties 
of human life; from theſe death gives them 
an everlaſting reſt. 1 | 52 

Now, though this was a great privilege and 
happy releaſe to the primitive Chriſtians, who, 
like a feeble flock, endangered by the fury of 
rapacious wolves, were expoſed to the malice 
and violence of their Jewiſh and Heathen per- 
ſecutors, were fined, impriſon« d, worried in 


the amphitheatre, and brought to death by 
| F execu- 
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executions of the moſt terrible and exquiſite 
torment, and to many of God's faithful ſervants 
in later ages, who may be ſaid to have aſcend- 
ed to heaven, like Elijah, in a chariot of fire; 
though it may be very properly mentioned as 
a part of their happineſs, that when once re- 
leaſed from their pain and trouble, their grie- 
vances, calamities, and hardſhips, by death; 
they are then raiſed above the reach of their 
enemies, and none can injure them any more; 
though before, the adverſaries of God and his 
people, hunted them as a partridge upon the 
mountains, and they could take no reſt here 
upon earth ; yet death having given them a 
kind diſcharge from all their vexations, their 
bodies ſleep in the quiet grave, and their ſouls 
. enjoy the reſt of heaven, where they are no 
more afraid of evil, nor hear the voice of the 
oppreſſor. oF 4 be 
Leer we need not confine it to thoſe who 
have felt che pains of martyrdom, or any kind 
of ill uſage from men, but may take it as a 
general deſcription of that happy releaſe the 


_ © ſaints gain by death, from all the toils, afflicti- 


ons and hardſhips of this mortal ſtate. 

Is not man [the whole human race] born to 
trouble? Are not toils, labours and difficul- 
ties, impoſed on us all by a neceſſity of na- 
ture; and no perſon in the world has ever yet 
found the art of eſcaping them? Hence this 
life has been, by ſome, very aptly compared 
to a boiſterous ocean, and death to a quiet ha- 


ven, | 
We 
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We are frequently deceived with an out- 
ward appearance, and are ready to imagine, 
that honour and riches muſt needs render men 
happy ; but this does, by no means, hold 
true: Pain and ſickneſs, trouble and anxiety, 
find an eaſy paſſage to the rich and great; and 
were we able to make an exact calculation, 
they would be found to have, at leaſt, an 
equal ſhare of theſe, with the meaneſt of the 


people. 
NE1THER _ gifts of the mind, know- 
ledge and wiſdom, nor the ſuperior endow- 
ments of grace and holineſs, vertue and reli- 

ion, in the leaſt, ſecure a man from the ſtroke 
of adverſity ; in this reſpect, as the wiſe man 
fays, © No man knoweth either love or hatred, 
by all that is before them; all things come 
alike to all ; there is one event to the righte- 
ous and to the wicked. 

THERE is this difference indeed in God's 
intention; a ſinner is chaſtened with the 
rod of God's juſt diſpleaſure, as a puniſhment 
for his iniquities ; but a faint in love and mer- 
cy, for the exerciſe of his grace, the trial of his 
faith, and encreaſe of his patience, meekneſs 
and humility ; for every ſon whom the Lord 

loveth he rebuketh and chaſteneth. 

But yet both the wicked and the righteous 
endure the ſame calamities, and drink our of 
the ſame cup of affliction. "Twas the ſaying 
of ſeveral wiſe men among the ancients; M 


t Ecxleſ. ix. 1, 2. 
1 15 
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is born to ſuffer ”' ; and we have the ſame ſen- 
timent, with very little difference of words, 
in holy ſcripture : © Man is born to trouble 
as the ſparks flie upward * : And, „Man that 
is born of a woman, is of few days, and full 
of trouble. 
Hav we not the example and ſuffrage of all 
God's ſervants for this, whoſe names ſhine with 
diſtinguiſh'd luſtre, in holy ſcripture? Did 
not Jacob declare, that as his days were few, 
ſo they were evil too ? And how many pathe- 
tical complaints have we from patient Job, 
and David, the man after God's own heart? 
Did not the wiſe Solomon pronounce life to 
be full of labour and forrow, and all human 
things, vanity and vexation of fpirit ? How 
does Jeremiah mourn for the miſery of Jeruſa- 
lem, and the iniquities of his people! 

YEA, and even our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, 
in how mean a manner did he make his en- 
trance on the ſtage of this world! He was 
perſecuted in his infancy, hated and ſlandered 
all his life, accuſtomed to immoderate watch- 
ings, painful journies, and penurious circum- 
ſtances, and at laſt cruelly buffeted, mocked, 
ſpit on, ſcourged and crucified ; ſo that it was 
remarked of 'him, that he had been ſeen to 
* weep, bur never to laugh: And the ſcriptures 
declare him to have been a man of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with grief; and moſt tru- 

ly has it been ſaid, God has had but one 


u Job v. 7. Chap. xiv, x, 


Son 
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Son without ſin, but none without ſuffer- 
_ have we not often known this to be 
the caſe of many, whom we had the utmoſt 
reaſon to conclude dear and precious in the 
fight of God ? Have we not frequently ſeen 
them drink deep of the cup of affliction, 
humbled low with painful exerciſes, and 
mourning in the anguiſh and bitterneſs of their 
ſouls ? | 

Havt we not heard the cries and groans of 
our beloved friends? Have we not ſeen their 
agonies under acute pains,. or ſome violent di- 
ſtempers? Have we not ſtood by them with 
aking hearts, and even trembled ro ſee the 
king of terrors making his advances upon 
them, whilſt we could lend them no better 
aſſiſtance than ſympathizing drops, and help 
only to water their pillow with our tears 

AND may we not add to this the trouble and 
affliction that often riſes up in the ſoul of a 
good man, either from the confideration of 
his natural depravity, his remains of fin, his 
frequent coldneſs and indifference in religion, 
the faults and errors himſelf is conſcious of 
though perhaps unknown to any one elſe ; the 
unſuitableneſs of his heart and frame to ghip* 
mercies he has received, his departure in many 
inſtances from the divine rule and perfect law 
of God, and hi: unprofitableneſs under the 
goſpel and ordinan-s of Chrilt ? 

Wirk which navy be number'd, as another 
cauſe of trouble, the buftetings and tempta- 


tions 
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tions of the devil, the doubts, fears, and other 
ſpiritual exerciſes, which good men are ac- 
quainted with, all which together, as they 
adminiſter a great deal of uneafineſs in life, 
and make this world but an incommodious 
habitation, ſo they are removed effectually and 
for ever by death. Then the mourning ſaints 
ſhall have their tears dried, the captives be 
unbound, the ſons and daughters of affliction 
| ſhall be at eaſe, and the weary and heavy laden 
ſhall find an everlaſting reſt. 

Wir them the doubtful conflict is ended, 
their warfare is accompliſh'd, their difficult 
probation is over, they have airy oh their 
courſe ; their laborious reſiſtance to fin, Satan, 
and the world, is concluded, a period put to 

all the ſtruggles of nature and grace, the un- 
ſanctified againſt the ſanctified part, and they 
are come off with ſucceſs and victory over all 
their enemies bleſſed, therefore, are the dead 
who die in the Lord. 

Tux are deliver'd from every inſtance of 
tribulation, and removed from every cauſe of 
ſorrow ; they have done with all complaints; 
and could you now be admitted into their ſo- 
ciety, you would no more hear them, as for- 
merly, ſigh and lament, nor ſee them look 
penſive and dejected; but the high praiſes of 
God are in their mouths, and an air of cœle- 
ſtial and angelical pleaſure ſhines in every 
countenance: They have gained the reſt pre- 
pared for God's people, and are enter'd in- 


to the joy of their Lord, and are beautified 
5 ng with 
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with the crown of righteouſneſs, and array d 
with the garments of ſalvation. 

2. THEIR bleſſedneſs is defined by reaping 
the fruit of their ſervices; their works do fol- 
low them, 1. e. they go to receive their re- 
ward, which, I think, is the moſt obvious 
ſenſe of the phraſe. 

By their works, is meant their zeal for the 
honour and glory of God, their love to his 
nameand worſhip, his word and ordinances, his 
churches and miniſters, whom many a belie- 
ver has loved with ſo true an affection, that he 
could ſay, like thoſe mentioned, I prefer 
Jeruſalem to my chief joy.“ 

By their works, we are to underſtand alſo 
their ſincere, though imperfe&, obedience to 
God's commands, all their holy duties, to- 
gether with acts of charity and mercy, their 
devotion and piety towards God himſelf, their 
juſtice, truth and beneficence towards men; 
every thing in their life and conduct, that has 
been good and virtuous, and praiſe-worthy, 
that has recommended religion and adorned 
Chriſtianity. All theſe ſhall have their proper 
reward, which we may ſafely believe, without 
running into the popiſh and unſcriptural do- 
ctrine of merit. | 
| Good works cannot deſerve for us the crown 
of glory; they cannot purchaſe our admiſſion 
into heaven, The holy ſcriptures mention no 


other way of juſtification, acceptance with 


Y Pal. exxxvii. 6, 


1 God, 
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God, and obtaining eternal glory, but by Jeſus 


Chriſt the righteous. en ie 
Sou have remark'd on this paſſage, that 


tis ſaid their good works follow them; not 
go before them, asthough 'twere thus expreſsd 


on purpoſe, to preclude and anticipate any 
pretence of merit in them. Caſtalio has very 
well render'd ir, © Sua eos comitantur opera, 
their works accompany them, their good works 

o with them, though in the rear, and at 

umble diſtance, not proudly claiming an en- 
trance for them into heaven, but following 
after with lowly confciouſneſs of human frail- 
ty and imperfection, ſuitable to our Lord's 


inſtruction; ſo likewiſe ye, when ye ſhall have 
done all thoſe things which are commanded 


you, ſay, We are unprofitable ſervants *.” 

Wulck is much the ſame ſentiment with 
what ſeveral orthodox divines have uſually 
thus expreſs d: The works men now do are 
ſeed fown for eternity; that is, their duties 


and ſervices are not loſt or forgotten, bur ſhall 
go with or follow them to heaven, to be taken 


notice of by a gracious and bountiful God : 


Thus fays the Plalmiſt, « Light is ſown for 


the righteous, and gladneſs for the upright in 
heart 8 5 | 
TH1s phraſe may be ſuppoſed to imply the 
following things. 1&2! HIT: 10 
(1.) TuEIR good works ſhall be had in re- 
membrance before God, as a teſtimony of 


Luke xvii, 19. 2 Pal, xcvii. 11. 


their 
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their faith and ſincerity; and, to prove the 
truth of their grace, to evidence that they 
were influenced by the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
ſo brought forth the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
to the praiſe and glory of God. Thus the 
prophet Malachi ſays, that “a book of re- 
membrance was written before the Lord for 
them that fear'd him, and thought upon his 
name *” | | 

(2.) Tazy themſelves ſhall, have in heaven 
a grateful and pleafing remembrance of their 
paſt conduct, how they choſe the way of 
truth and righteoufnefs, enter'd into covenant 
with God, ſerv'd, honour'd, and obey'd their 
Maker; choſe, through the aſſiſtance of divine 
grace, to walk in that ſtraight and narrow 
path, which leadeth to life; while multitudes 
ventur'd on in the broad way of ſenſual plea- 
fure; carnal delights, ſoul-ruining vanity; and 
irreligion. The anſwer of a good conſcience; 
is, at preſent, a great pleaſure; the greateſt; 
perhaps, men know on earth, next to the 
views of having their fins pardon'dy and en- 
joying the favour of God, thro' Jefus Chriſt: 
Solomon ſays, A good man ſhalt be ſatisfied 
from himſelf,” i. e. by peaceful reflections ©? 
And St. Paul, with a great deal of pleaſure 
and triumph, This is our crown and rejoy- 
Eing, even the teſtimony of a good conſcience . 
And 'tis not at all inconſiſtent, to ſuppoſe that 
a delighrful remembrance of a religious and 


V Mal, iii. 16. © Prov. xiv. 14. ® 2 Cor. i, 12. 


G well 
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well ſpent life, may riſe up in the breaſt of a 
departed faint, when got to heaven. 

= (3) IT may be underſtood of that reward, 
which, of grace, God will beſtow on his peo- 
ple in the other world ; doth nor the Pſalmiſt 
ſay, © The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 
for ever; the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. More to be deſired 
are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; 
ſweeter alſo than honey and the honey-comb. 
Moreover, by. them is thy ſervant warned ; 
and in keeping of them there is great reward; 
not only a preſent pleaſure, but a future re- 
compence. And St. Paul fays, Be not de- 
ceiv'd; God is. not mocked : for what a man 
ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. He that ſoweth 
to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruprion ; 
but he that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the 
Spirit reap life everlaſting. And let us not be 
weary in well-doing ; for in due ſeaſon we 
ſhall reap, if we faint not” And again, 
« God is not unrighteous to forget your work 
and labour of love, which ye have ſhewed to- 
ward his name:: And Chriſt enumerates in 
that celebrated parable *, all the works of cha- 
rity and mercy his people had perform'd ; for 
which he praiſes and rewards them, though 
they, at the ſame time, modeſtly decline any 
fuch pretenſions, and ſeem to/ have forgotten 
thoſe good actions. ; 


8 Pſal. xix, 9, 10, 11. f Gal. vi. 7, 8. 9. E Heb, 
vi. 10. n Matt, xxv. | | 
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So that the ſum of the matter ſeems to be 
this: Though the ſaints are juſtified, ſaved, 
and glorified, merely on the foot of Chriſt and 
his merits, yet God may take ſome particular 
notice of their love to his name and cauſe, 
their duties and ſervices, and recompenſe 
them with ſome additional honour, not of 
debt, but of grace. | 


Bur, however, this is moſt certain: When 
the ſincere ſervants of God depart this life of 
labour, duty, and obedience, they ſhall enter 
into the reſt and happineſs of heaven, and into 
the 22 and enjoyment of that pure and 

perfect being, whom without holineſs no man 
ſhall ever ſee. 

Lr this therefore encourage and animate 
us in our Chriſtian courſe ; let us be up and 
doing, and quit our ſelves like men; let us 
well improve our precious time and the goſpel- 
grace we enjoy, ſince we moſt certainly know 
that to have loved, ſerved, and honoured God, 
to have been truly pious and religious here 
upon earth, will be followed with an unſpeak- 
able joy and pleaſure, a mighty glory and hap- 
pineſs in heaven. 

AND let us all live to God in the diligent 
aſſiduous exerciſe of every Chriſtian grace and 
virtue, then while we live we ſhall enjoy the 
favour and bleſſing of heaven; and, when we 
are dead, this paſſage of ſcripture may be fitly 
applied to us, © Bleſſed are the dead which 


dic in the Lord,” &c. . 
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. Iſmow come to draw ſome inferences from 
the*'whole. And, | 
1. Is there an unſpeakable happineſs and 
glory reſerved for good men in a future ſtate ? 
May it be pronounced of them after death, 
that they are bleſſed ? Doth their beſt portion 
lie in another region, to be poſleſs'd and en- 
joy'd in a life to come? This ſhould inſtruct 
us not to ſet our affections immoderately on 
any thing in this uncertain tranſitory life? 
Did we wiſely conſider that there is no ſuch 
thing as perfect happineſs in this world, how 
much would this abate our inordinate eſteem 
ol its painted vanities, and excite us to a noble 
diligence in purſuit of that full jay, that re- 
fined treaſure, and infinite bleſſedneſs, which 
lie beyond death and the grave? | at. 
O, how egregious the miſtake! how mon- 
ſtrous the abuſe to human nature, when the 
noble ſoul of man is bowed down to unworthy 
objects, his views confined to the preſent life, 
and his behaviour ſuch, as though the ſupreme 
happineſs conſiſted either in the pomp and 
riches of the world, its ſports and diverſions, or 
in brutal vicious pleaſures! What a ſhame and 
diſgrace is this to the dignity of reaſonable beings! 
what an affront to God's authority, contempt 
of true bleſſedneſs, and the only real felicicy! 
- SHOULD we not rather look through time 
into eternity, and purſue our eternal welfare? 
Should we not ſet our affections upon things 
above, and look to the glorious prize propoſed 
in che goſpel, and, as he that ſtriveth for the 
. | maſtery, 
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maſtery, is temperate in all things, keep our 

ſelves from being either overcharged with the 
cares of this world, or intoxicated with its 
pleaſures, that ſo, with a holy vigour, and 
commendable diligence, we may run, with 

tience, the race that is ſet before us ; and 
lay hold, in due time, of the incorruptible 
crown. | | 

2. Tove the ſtate of future happineſs 
be promiſed to thoſe who die in the Lord, and 
ſo the delightful hope of it may well cheer and 
comfort the believing heart of a good man : 
Yet remember this; the wicked can lay no 
manner of claim to it; for the wiſdam, ju- 
ſtice, and holineſs of God, and the immutable 
difference 'between good and evil, ſtand as an 
eternal bar to preventa wicked man from ever 
entring into heaven ; ſo that when ſuch an one 
dies, even charity her ſelf, which hopeth and 
beareth all things, cannot reaſonably ſay of 
him, He's bleſſed : No, for as certainly as God 
will render glory, honour, and a happy im- 
mortality to every one that doth good; ſo we 
may depend on it, as an infallible truth, that 
he'll pour indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguiſh on every ſoul that doth evil. 

LEr this reach the conſcience ; let this 
touch the hearts of the ungodly, and ſhew 
them the need of a ſpeedy departure from 
fin, and a thorough reformation of life, leſt 
death and hell ſeize upon them unawares! 

3. SINCE thoſe who die in the Lord are 
ſaid to be bleſſed; which, as I have ſhewed 
you, 
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you; ſuppoſes a true work of converſion, and 
ſo a previous intereſt in the merits of Chriſt, 
and the favour of God ; ſhould not this lead 
us every one, to a ſtrict and ſerious enquiry, 

- Whether, through the grace of God, we have 
had our finful nature changed and ſanctified? 
have been brought truly to believe in the 
Lord Jeſus, who is the only Saviour of loſt 
finners, the only Mediator between God and 
man, and heartily to repent of all our ſins and 
tranſgreflions ? Has the Spirit of Chriſt ope- 
rated on our hearts, and turned us to the 
Lord our God, and 3 to us the ſaving 
benefits and merits of a bleſſed Redeemer ? 
Without this we cannot be in a ſafe ſtate; for 
if any man be in Chriſt Jeſus, he muſt be a 
new creature, a gracious perſon, and a true 
convert; and whoſoever has paſſed under the 
Holy Spirit's work, and ſo is Lis regene- 
rate, is no more a child of wrath, no longer 
ſubject to the curſe of the law, but in a moſt 
ſafe and happy condition, may meditate on 
eternity without ſurprize, and need not be 
afraid of death. 

4. SINCE, after death, the ſaints are bleſ- 
ſed, and enter into the enjoyment of perfect 
felicity and everlaſting reſt, this ſhews us, 
that a good man has no reaſon to be ſolicitous 
about a long life; for ſuppoſe him to be in 
the very beſt and eaſieſt condition, the circum- 

ſtances of human life will ever admit of, yet his 
continuance here is but a delay of that exalted 


bliſs, and refined pleaſure, that noble and glori- 
| 7 -_ 
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ous ſtate which death would lead him in- 
ro. | oy | * | 
AND if ſo, as he ought not to be over ſoli- 
citous about long life, ſo twould be very un- 
reaſonable for him to be afraid of death, and 
unwilling to depart hence, when a rich inhe- 
ritance is prepared for him, and a loving Re- 
deemer waits to receive him. | 

5. WHEREAS the true and everlaſting hap- 
pineſs of man lies in a future ſtate ; this gives 
us a right notion of the preſent life and the 
condition of men in this world : Should 
we not conſider our ſelves as perſons on 
a journey, in a changing uncertain ſtate ? 
We have nothing here we can call our 
-own, nothing we can carry hence with us, 
in a few years, a few months, or even per- 
haps a few days, we may be required, by 
the mighty Sovereign of the world, to quit 
this ſtage of life. Let us therefore keep our 
end in view, and look towards eternity; let us 
live as creatures ought, who are ſhortly to 
leave this world, and all things here, and to en- 
ter on another, but an everlaſting ſtate; be 
it therefore our care to lay up treaſure in hea- 
ven, and make all poſible preparation for our 
comfort and well being in the life to come. 

Is it not a moſt prepoſterous thing, when 


men diſquiet themſelves in vain, when they ex- 


ert themſelves in eager purſuit of this world's 
goods, where their abode is ſo very ſhort and 
uncertain ; but take little or no care to ſecure _ 
their happineſs in the everlaſting world ? 3 
Ir 
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6. Ir there will be fo wide a difference be- 

tween the ſtate of a dead finner, and that of a 
departed faint, let us ſeriouſly weigh it, and 
every one conſult his own ſafety : Chuſe for 
your ſelves that better part which ſhall never 
be taken away; be ſure to mind the great bu- 

+ fineſs of religion, and ſo live, that God may 
be your friend. A thoughtleſs inconfiderate 
life will never carry men to heaven, much 
leſs a profane and vicious one; ſtrive there- 

fore to enter in at the ſtrait gate, and walk in 

the narrow way that leadeth to everlaſting life: 

This is your great concern, this your true in- 

tereſt. Hated, 8 Th oF, 

7. SINCE thoſe who die in the Lord are 

bleſſed, in reſting from their labours, and for 

that their works do follow them: This affords 

a uſe of comfort to the afflicted Chriſtian, that 

there remaineth a reſt for the people of God: 

Let patience therefore have its perfect work, 

and labour after entire reſignation to the di- 

vine will ; the trying, ſuffering ſeaſon will 

ſoon be ended, and, that of everlaſting peace 
and reſt ſhortly commence, Dn 

Ax let it be a mighty encouragement to 

all God's people, to lay out themſelves to the 
utmoſt, in doing good; let them be diligenr 
and faithful in the improvement of their ta- 
tents, and unwearied in the work and fervice 
of the Lord, fince they are aſſured their works 

| ſhall follow them; and through Chriſt, God 
the Father will accept and reward them. 
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8. 15 An dead who die in the Lord, are 
bleſſed ; if they aſcend to God and Chriſt, - 
to ſaints and angels, and are admitted into 
all the ſublime enjoy ments of heaven, if they 
reſt from all their labouts, the toils, difficul- 
ties, calamities, evils, and dangers which we 
are e: to in this mortal ſtate, and their 
works of charity, mercy, and piety; - follow 
them, to reſtify their grace and fincerity ba- 
fore God, and to be richly rewarded, chrough 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt. Hence learn; that 
the death of ſuch a friend or relation, one in 
theſe happy circumſtances; ſnhould be rather 
a matter of pleaſing reflection and ſweet co. 
fort to us, than any onde of exceflive' ſor- 
row: OG LI 

Br theſe awful orovideriees; indeed, we 
ought to be affected, ſo as to be rendered more 
ferious and confiderate, more holy and religt- 
ous ; but not to be immoderately dejected. 
Wu ſhould our ſouls be caſt down? Why 
ſhould they be diſquieted within us, concern- 
ing thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus, and are Lies to 
the-enſoyment of their Lordꝰ“ © 

Wur death rends from us od; beloved 
friends and relations, it may, in ſeveral ro- 
ſpecks, be a loſs to us, encompaſſed as we are 
with human frailties, and the weakneſſes of 
fleſh and blood; we may want their company, 
we may ſtand in need” of their advice, and 
forely miſs their kind aſſiſtance in our affairs, 
and the benefit of their good converſation; 
and our hearts may ſwell watt trouble at che 

3 ſad 
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fad ſeparation: But this we may be ſure of, 
that if they belong'd to God and Chriſt, if reli- 
gion was the buſineſs of their lives, if they 
_ choſe the better part for their ſouls, and fought 
the kingdom of heaven, and the righteouſneſs 
thereof; the loſs is only on our fide, but none 
at all to them; no, tis their exceeding gain: 
They are raiſed above the troubles that encom- 
paſs us, and have left behind them all the va- 
nity and vexation of this life. mot 
\ Txyzy no more need us, nor any thing on this 
earth; they enjoy God, and * all happi- 
neſs in him; their joy is full, their pleaſures 
overflow. | We. | 84 K 
Me are ready, upon thefe melancholy oc- 
caſions, to look only on the dark ſide, to me- 
ditate on our own loſs, to employ our thoughts 
on the pale breathleſs corpſe, and the ruins of 
the grave; and when we reflect, that a per- 
ſon, who was near to us in the bonds of na- 
ture, and dear and beloved, perhaps, upon ſe- 
veral other accounts; one who was but lately 
a pleaſant companion, and an agreeable friend 
to help us along through the toilſome maze 
of life, ig now ſnatch'd from us by the re- 
lentleſs hand of death, and lodged in the ſilent 
tomb, amidſt worms and rottenneſs, our hearts 
riſe, and our ſorrows flow at the mournful 
providence. I i 
Bur twould be far better if we gave our 
thoughts another turn, if we conſidered the 
friend or relation yet living, yet exiſting in 
the better part; and that the ſoul, all that was 
| truly 
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truly noble and excellent, yet remains, yet 
ſurvives; and is aſcended to the Father of ſpi- 
rits, and entered into the glories of heaven; 
and would not retern to this world again for 
all its beſt treaſures and utmoſt enjoyments, 
Could we but riſe now on the wings of faith, 
and pious meditation, and give a look within 
the gates of the New Jeruſalem, and there 
ſee the departed ſaints with their crowns of 
glory on their heads, and their long white 
robes, thoſe emblems of dominion and purity, 
and the palms of victory in their hands; could 
we but hear them, amidſt a conſort of angels, 
chaunting forth their divine ſongs and hallelu- 
jahs to him that fitteth upon the throne, and 
the Lamb: O how. ſnould we rejoice in their 
exaltation, . and wiſh and long to be with 


them! i 

Ir the faints in heaven have any knowledge 
of our affairs here upon earth, they may be 
ſuppoſed to look down even on crowns and 
ſceptres, with diſdain ; and whilſt we are - 
grieving for their departure hence, they pity 
us, amidſt the fins and frailties, the dangers 
and ſorrows that continually encompaſs us, in 
this mortal ſtate; they wiſh we had fafely 
paſſed this ocean of trouble, and were got in- 
to that ſecure haven of everlaſting reſt and 
peace, where they are enter'd. $74.8 

Ap as the felicity of the ſouls of the de- 
parted: ſaints ſhould alleviate our ſorrows for 
the death of ſuch as die in the Lord, ſo we 


may derive other arguments of conſolation 
H 2 from 
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from the wondrous beauty and ſplendor which 
ſhall adorn their bodies at the reſurre&ion, 
Hear the advice of St. Paul in this - caſe. 
“ But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are aſleep, 
that ye ſorrow not, even as others which have 
no. hope. For if we believe that Jeſus died, 
and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which flee 

in Jeſus, will God bring with him. And, 
« when Chriſt, who is their life, ſhall appear, 
then ſhall his ſaints alſo appear with him in 
glory. Then ſhall the bodies of qur 
pious friends, which we now mournfully com- 
mit to the duſt, be ranſomed from the power 
of the grave, and raiſed in glory, honour, and 


. incorruption : And when this corruptible 
| ſhall have put on incorruption, and this mor- 


tal ſhall have put on immortality, then ſhall 


the noble army of raiſed and glorified ſaints 


triumph over their enemy death and the grave, 
in the elevated language of ſcripture, O death, 


- where is thy ſting ? O grave, where is'thy vi- 


Etory ? Death is ſwallow'd up in victory. 
Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt '”, ; 


I have now done with my ſubject; but be- 
tore I conclude, have a few things to ſay con- 
cerning the deceaſed. ' And. though, as moſt 


men live, tis not in our power to ſay much 


good of them when they are dead; and tis 
doubtleſs, far beneath the ſacredneſs of our 

1 Tad iv. 13, 14, i * Coleſl i, 4. 1 Cor. zv. 34. 
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offiee and employment to paint off an ill cha- 
rater, and beſtow that praiſe upon a bad 
man, which ought to be the reward only of 
vertue, goodneſs and piety ; for which reaſon 
the miniſters of the goſpel, ſhould generally be. 
very cautious and ſparing on this head. 

YET fince the holy ſcriptures ſay, © That the 
memory of the juſt ſhall be bleſſed, and the 
righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance ; I may certainly be allow'd to men- 
tion ſeveral things to the juſt commendation 
of this excellent and worthy man, eſpecial- 
ly fince the virtues and good actions of the 
dead, may, I hope, excite the living to imi- 
 AnD though to repreſent the deceaſed gen- 
tleman, in a true light, requires an abler 
hand; yet this give me leave to ſay; He was a 
perſon of ſtrict juſtice and probity, ſo that 
amidſt the great multiplicity of affairs, which, 
for many years he ran through; herein he 
exerciſed himſelf daily, to have a conſcience 
void of offence towards God and towards all 
men. 

| As a friend and neighbour, he was ready to 
all good offices ; and never better pleaſed than 
when twas in his power, by good advice 
(which he was very capable of giving) or 
otherwiſe, to lend any aſſiſtance to ſuch as need- 
ed it, in which he always behaved with the ut- 
moſt candor and ſincerity. 

Hz was a man of great ſteadineſs and in- 
flexible reſolution in whatever he knew to be 
4 true 


* 
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true and right, and a moſt religious obſerver of 
gy 21677; 5517 9707; e 

Or great prudence and oeconomy in the 
management of all his affairs; diſorder and 
confuſion were unknown in his houſe; and 
none could live in a better diſpoſed family, or 
ſerve a better maſter. 3 
Or great temperance and exact ſobriety 
became a wiſe and good man) in all places 
and companies. And as he was a perſon of 
excellent parts, and poſſeſs'd a fund of good 
fenſe, ſo his converſation, almoſt to the laſt, 

in thoſe intervals, when he enjoy'd ſome reſpite 
from his ſharp pains, was agreeable, inflow 
ive, profitable; for he knew how to diſcourſe. 
well on any ſubject. h 
No one could be more a ſtranger to diſguiſe 
and inſincerity, or a greater lover of integrity 
and uprightneſs; ſo that he feared ſpeaking the 
truth to none; and abhorred, to the utmoſt, 
all approaches towards a mean compliance 
with any thing contrary to his honour and his 
principles. - 09) 

A A good ſubject; and a true friend to the pre- 

ſent government, and firm on the-fide of li- 
berty. e : 
le filled up alſo, excellently well, the cha- 

racer of a good huſband and a good father: 
With what kindneſs and love did he behave 
towards his children, yet ſo as to preſerve an 
exact decorum, and maintain that regard 
which was due to him as a parent ! No one 


could have exceeded him in the care of their 
educa- 


+ 
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education, as knowing twas his duty to train 
up his children in the way wherein they ſhould 
walk, and to be ſolicitous not only for their 
temporal welfare, but the happineſs. of their 
immortal ſouls: And (which was a great point 
indeed) he took care to add weight to his in- 
ſtructions by his own pattern, and was an ex- 
ample of good to all about him. 7 

Bur though all theſe things are highly com- 
mendable, and worthy of general imitation, 
yet there are matters of a far nobler nature 
that redound to his praiſe; for as he had ajuſt 
regard to the performance of his duty among 
men, ſo, in which may we all follow his exam» 
ple! He had on his mind powerful and abi- 
ding impreſſions of his duty towards God. 
Ap though, in the courſe of providence, 
he was bleſs d with a plentiful portion of this 
world's goods, yet proſperity had not made 
him vain; nor had he learnt, as too many do, 
to forget God, and be above religion. 

No, his heart was influenced by the grace 
of God: He had experienced what tis to be 
in Chriſt, and had a very judicious taſte of di- 
vine things. | 

Havins been convinced of the evil of fin, 
and the great need he ſtood in of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to redeem and ſanctity, and bring 
him to glory, he ſtrove to ſhew forth his love 
and gratitude to his God and Redeemer, by 
heartily eſpouſing the cauſe of Chriſt and reli- 
gion; for which no man, I think, could have 


a greater zeal and concern. bt. 
| He 
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Hs ſubmitted to the ordinances of the goſ- 
pel, and behaved as an honourable member of 

the church of Chriſt, giving good proof that 

he was a true diſciple of Jeſus, by bringing 
forth the fruits of righteouſneſs to the praiſe 
and glory of God. gt 
_ '- "Hs had a cordial love and reſpect for all ſe- 
rious miniſters of the goſpel, whom he loved 
and honoured for their works ſake; He was 
always well pleaſed with their company, 'and 
ſhewed them the utmoſt marks of kindneſs : 

Bur, moſt of all, was he delighted, when he 

could hear that the pleafure of the Lord prof- 

per'd in their hands, and that their labours 
were bleſſed to the converſion and edification 
of ſouls. | 
Non did he let his concern for religion, and 
zeal for God's honour, and the good of pre- 
cious fouls, be gather'd only from his words 
and expreffions, but gave many ſubſtantial 
proofs of it, by generous contributions to the 
ſupport of poor miniſters and ſmall congrega- 
tions; ſo that, 'I am well affured, many good 

Chriſtians do greatly lament his death, and 

will ever love his memory; for that by his 

kind aſſiſtance the preaching of the goſpel was 
in good meaſure maintain'd among them. 

Axp how great zeal and diligence did he 
diſcover in this/affair, when, ſome years fince, 

he engaged with ſeveral other worthy and 

pious gentlemeh, in concerting meaſures, and 
making proviſion for the future anſwering 
theſe good purpoſes! How much was owing 

11 in 
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in that conſiderable affair to. his great penetra- 
tion, unwearied diligence, and na gene- 
roſity ! 

AND this he did, not out of a party ſpirit, 
but a Juſt concern for the worſhip of God in 
that way, which he fincerely believed to be 
according to the holy ſcriptures ; for, in mat- 
ters of religion, he was govern'd (as a true 
Chriſtian ought to be) not by humour, bur 
conſcience. | 
| Now this was a charicy to the ſouls e 
and is, doubtleſs, of the higheſt and nobleſt 
kind: But, that he might not be defective i in 
any part of this eminent Chriſtian grace, tis 
very well known, to the inhabitants of this 
place where he lived, that he often diſtributed 
of his plenty among thoſe chat were in want, 
and refreſhed the bowels of the hungry ; ſo 
that the bleſſing of the poor and needy. came 
upon him. 
| AND, beſides theſe publick acts of his cha- 
rity, I am: very well aſſured he has relieved a 
great many in a more private way. He would 
not willingly have let any honeſt perſon, in 
trouble and diſtreſs, have went away without 
his kind affiſtance ; for he greatly delighted in 
doing good, and ſhew'd, that he had well N 
ſider d St. Paul's inſtruction to Timothy 
Charge them that are rich in this 4 / 
that they be not high-minded, nor truſt in un- 
certain riches, but in the living God, who'gi- * 
veth us richly all things to enjoy: That they 
do good, that they be rich in good works, 
I ready 
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ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate z 
laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good founda- 
tion againſt the time to come, that they may 
lay hold on eternal life. 

Tus as, on the one hand, he was not like 
many, who are ſo tenacious of riches, and ſo 
ſtrongly in love with money, that they never 
do any good in life, and will part with no- 
thing till they can keep it no longer; ſo, on the 
other hand, he took care that his good works 
of mercy and charity ſhould not end together 
with his life. He wiſely and piouſly reſolv'd, 
that when he could no longer miniſter to the 
neceſſities of the poor with his own hands, 
there ſhould be a ſtanding proviſion made for 
them, that ſo his charity might ſurvive him, and 
death ſhould not pur a ſtop to his doing good. 
 Fnvs, tho' he underſtood the doctrine of 
the golpel better, than to think he could me- 
rit by theſe, or any other good works, yet he 
well knew it was his duty to honour the Lord 
with his ſubſtance. 4 
_ _ Hz not only obſerved the publick perfor- 
mance of religious duties, but his family was 
a religious family, and his houſe a houſe of 
= Reading the holy ſcriptures, and ſo- 

muly addreſſing God Almighty, were the 
exerciſes that begun and cloſed every day; and 


That in the moſt decent and orderly manner at 


ſtated hours, when all other affairs were made 
to give way to that ſacred employment. Thus 
he rook care of the ſouls of all about him, an 


41 Tim. vi. 27, 18, 19. | 2 
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like good Joſhua, had -reſolv'd, that he and 
his houſe would ſerve the Lord. , 1 
AND as he conſcientiouſly feared and ſerved 
God, in the better and more vigorous ſeaſon of 
life, ſo, as age and infirmities grew upon him, 
he enjoy'd the ſupports of religion, and the 
3 of Chriſt, which are not ſmall. 
Tuus he was enabled to poſſeſs his ſoul in 
patience, and under the moſt exquiſite pains; 
for he had frequentand very violent fits of the 
one.) He diſcover'd abundance of ſubmiſſion 
to the will of God, bearing his afflictions with 
great and uncommon reſignation, far from 
diſcovering any marks of impatience, or ever 
murmuring at the hand of God; no, he had 
learnt to acquieſce in the ſovereign diſpoſal of 
heaven; and was ready, like Job, to ſay, un- 
der all his afflictions, Blefled be the name of 
the Lord. Indeed, he practiſed in a high 
degree what the apoſtle recommends: But 
let patience have her perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing ?.” 
AND having led ſuch a life in the ſtrict and - 
regular practice of all the duties of our holy 
religion, and behaved in all vertuous and un- 
blameable converſation, we may, with very 
good reaſon, conclude him to have been a per- 
ſon intereſted in the favour of God, one habi- 
tually prepared for death; who as, like Enoch, 
he walk'd with God, ſo now we may fafely 
ſay the Lord hath taken him, and apply to 
him the words of the text, © Blefled are the 
dead which die in the Lord.” 
Job i. 21. ? James i. 4. 
1 8 Now 


 =x "Now," though the removal of hacks an ex- 
cellent perſon be a great loſs to you his chil- 
dren, and other relations, yet you ought not 
to ſorrow as thoſe who are without hope, ſince 
you have the utmoſt cauſe to be well ſatisfied 
concerning his eternal ſtate, that he has x- 
changed earth for heaven, and is admitted into * 
all the glories of the upper and bleſſed wo:19. 
Av give me leave juſt to add to you, ihe 
children of the deceaſed gentleman, hat as 
you are the branches and deſcendants of a 
— family, who have been train'd up in the 
nowledge of divine things, had the principles 
of early piety inſtilled into your tender minds, 
and have enjoy d the benefit and influence of 
ſuch an example, both God and men expect it 
of you, that you make a ſuitable proficiency 
in grace and holineſs, in every thing eile 
and praĩſe-worthy. 
Now may the Almighty grant us all his 
blefling, and help every one of us to lay to 
heart, and ſeriouſly conſider, what has been 
offer d on this ſolemn occaſion! May our minds 
be ſeriouſly affected with the thoughts, of our 
own mortality and ap r change! May 
we all be ſeeking after an intereſt in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and take care ſo to form our lives, as 
ehat whenever we die, God may receive us to 
himſelf, and we may be bleſſed for ever. 


Nov to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
„be glory, honour, and prove. for ever- 


more. Amen. | 4 
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